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BY RAVEN JOY SHONEL
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG – The life
of Tangela Colette Johnson, affectionately known as “T-Mama,”
was celebrated this past Saturday
as a sea of motorcycles and
leather jackets pulled up to the
National Guard Armory. Her
family, both in blood and in
leather, sent her off in a style only
befitting a queen.
“She was something else,”
said her mother Leola Lane Whittaker. She was a people person.
She loved people. Anything she
could do for someone she put it
before herself.”
T-Mama’s name is synonymous with the words “motorcy-

cle” and “selflessness.” She orchestrated the annual S.P.I.R.I.T.
of the Bay Toy Drive, an initiative
where local motorcycle clubs collaborate in volunteerism and
charitable contributions to provide for families in need during
the Christmas season.
“She always loved doing
things for each and every one,”
said Alexander Cosby, president
of the Southside Truckers. “She
was always there for any and
everybody.”
Her charity didn’t end with
Christmas either, T-Mama gave
of herself year round to raise
awareness and money for breast
cancer research and the Lupus
Foundation.
For 12 years, T-Mama put on

BY CINDY CARTER
Staff Writer

the largest motorcycle gathering
in the area. Some years as much
as 500 people made their way to
St. Pete form all over the Southeast. Her two-day annual would
consist of music, food, dancing,
and of course, motorcycle riding
contests.
T-Mama’s last annual took
place at the end of October this
past year. Although riddled with
cancer, she made sure the show
went on.
“That was her passion,” her
mother said, explaining that TMama gave explicit instructions
for her and her other daughter,
Patricia, to follow. “We just let
her sit down and my daughter
See T-MAMA, page 7

St. Pete celebrates Kwanzaa
BY ALLEN A. BUCHANAN
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG – Millions
of those within the African community celebrated Kwanzaa from
Dec. 26 to Jan. 1, and St. Pete was
no different. There was food, decorations, cultural objects, African
drumming and dancing. It was a
time for communal self-affirmation.
In 1966, Maulana Karenga, an
African-American
professor
of Africana studies, activist and
author, created the panAfrican holiday of Kwanzaa. The
word Kwanzaa is derived from
the phrase “matunda ya
kwanza,” which means “first
fruits” in Swahili, the most widely
spoken African language.
Kwanzaa is a celebration with
its roots in the Black National-

ist Movement of the 1960s.
Karenga established it after the
Watts Riots in Los Angeles to help
African Americans reconnect
with their African cultural and historical heritage by uniting in med-

Maria L. Scruggs

itation and study of African traditions.
Each day of Kwanzaa is devoted to celebrating the seven
basic values of African culture or
See KWANZAA, page 6
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ST. PETERSBURG – January 1, 2018, witnessed the
St. Petersburg Branch of the
NAACP celebrate the 155th
anniversary of the Emancipation Proclamation. Every
year the branch pays tribute
to the real meaning of the
Emancipation Proclamation
and how it pertains to
African Americans today.
NAACP President Maria
Scruggs didn’t waste any
time pinpointing the issues
plaguing the black community in St. Pete and the nation today. She said to those
in attendance at Gethsemane Missionary Baptist
that Abraham Lincoln and
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
tried to get across that the
Emancipation Proclamation
was the catalyst to get black
people to fight for their freedom.
“It enabled the Negro,
and yes I’m going to say
Negro, an opportunity to
play a significant role in our
own
liberation,”
said
Scruggs.
With the Proclamation,
black people were given the
ability to organize against
the struggle without having
to worry about the physical
abuse of slavery, at least that
was the idea.
Dr. King pushed the notion of the black community
standing together and fighting for racial freedom without relying on politicians
and others to take on the
mission of equality.
“If the Emancipation
Proclamation paved the way
for the Negro to fight for his
own liberation, then something has gone terribly
wrong in our St. Petersburg,
in the state of Florida and in
the United States of America,” said Scruggs.
On the national scene, a
See NAACP, page 9
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Faces and Places:

I AM:
Louise Graham

Profiles of our Community
By Kayianna Hughes

By Gwen Reese
Louise Graham (19031983) was the daughter of
a freed slave. In 1949,
while volunteering at All
Children’s Hospital in St.
Petersburg, she met a developmentally disabled
man who had been abandoned by his family.
Because of his disability, hospital personnel
treated him as if he were
helpless. Graham felt the
best way to help him was
to teach him self-sufficiency. She took him
home, set up shelving in
her garage and taught him
how to stock the shelves.
Graham worked with
him until he could stock
and arrange the shelves on
his own. She then
arranged an interview for
him at a local grocery store
where he was hired as a
stock clerk. As the years
went on, she continued
helping the developmentally disabled, and because
of her dedication, friends
throughout St. Pete joined

Tombolo Books, a pop-up bookshop on Central Ave., welcomes
all readers

her by volunteering their
time and donating resources.
From 1952 to 1980, the
group was known as the
Florence Nightingale Circle and an environmentally
responsible paper recycling business became the
vehicle for job training.
When Louise Graham died
in 1983, her friends renamed the organization the
Louise Graham Regeneration Center in her honor.
Today, the center continues the tradition of meeting
the
needs
of

developmentally disabled
adults who deserve to be
recognized for their ability
to contribute meaningfully
to our community. The
Louise Graham Regeneration Center, a 501(c)(3)
not-for-profit organization,
provides employment for
developmentally disabled
adults through the recycling and sale of paper
products.
Source:
The Louise Graham Regeneration Center, Inc.
website at www.louisegraham.org

ST. PETERSBURG —
In the middle of a busy
street, there is a unique
bookstore right within
your reach. Come right in
and have a ball because
today you are shopping at
the Tombolo Mall!
Surprisingly,
great
books are all within reach
in this tiny, fascinating
store. Old fashioned but
usable typewriters are at
your service and you can
type a note or a poem right
in the store.
Owner Alsace Walentine is a petite middle-aged
woman who sees her shop
as a place for people to
meet authors and to meet
each other. As customer
service is her number one
priority, you will never be
treated badly or unfairly.
Tombolo
Books
opened its doors on Dec.
1, and as tiny as the building is, she wants it to become big!
“I have to make sure
my store was different
from all the other stores,”
said Walentine, who feels
her biggest competitor is
Amazon.
“The types of books
we carry are different. We
carry small independent
and highly regarded publishers. We have books for
all ages. We only carry
new books. Our programming and author events
will be different. Mostly,
our selection is different.”
How does she pick
which books to sell? She
reads books reviews constantly and tries to have
something for everyone.
Walentine is always talking with peers in the industry. She stays in touch
with other booksellers—

W E E NCOURAGE L ETTERS
The Weekly Challenger
Home Delivery to South St. Petersburg for $50 yearly
First Class Mail Subscription Cost: $80 yearly

hundreds of them.
“I’m always looking for
something excellent that
is not at Barnes and
Noble.”
When asked what the
hardest thing is about
being a bookseller, she
replied: “Not getting to
read while I am at work.”
Walentine’s time is
filled with waiting on her
customers.
Eventually
she will have a manager to
assist her, but for now, it’s
a one-woman show.
Her advice for being a
successful business owner
is having excellent customer service, not taking
anything for granted, be
thrifty with your resources
and being mindful of your
spending.
“An example is paying
attention when sales representatives let me know
that there are certain
books on sale and shopping when the sales are
on.”
She’s always looking
for opportunities to save
money. A friend donated
some tables for her to use
and another table was
plucked off the street with
a “free” sign hanging from
it.
“I do my own marketing, my own Facebook
and my own social media.”
Walentine loves the
Central Avenue neighborhood because it’s in a location where tourists will
come by looking for local
shops and people like to
hang out in the area.
“A whole lot of different people come in. I love
that.”
All of her books are by
diverse authors. One of
the books she has is a
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banned book in Texas entitled “The Hate You
Give.” The book demonstrates the character of a
young African- American
woman
who
fights
through difficulties in life
and how to move through
life with obstacles in her
way.
“After buying this
book, I loved the results.
My family members decided to read this book as
well,” she revealed.
Part of Walentine’s
personal mission is diversity, which is one of the
reasons she left Asheville.
She said there wasn’t as
much diversity and the little it had was diminishing.
“I love the diversity
here and I want to serve
the market and it’s just really important to me.
Reading is about learning
about people who are different from me. I want to
understand how people
work and who they are
and how they live.”
Her most exciting moment since Tombolo
Books opened was when a
woman bought a bunch of
books and canceled her
Amazon order while she
was in the store. The
woman said she wanted to
buy from someone who
was growing their business rather than giving
her money to a mega corporation.
Branching out all
around, Alsace Walentine
gives a helping hand to
our town.
Kayianna Hughes is a
seventh grader at Academy
Prep in St. Petersburg. She
plans to become a photojournalist.
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best lead the world from racial
antagonism when it accords to
every man, regardless of race,
creed or color, his human and
legal rights. Hating no man,
fearing no man... the Black Press
strives to help every man in the
firm belief that all men are hurt
as long as anyone is held back.

SUBMISSIONS POLICY
Submissions to The Weekly
Challenger may be edited for
reasons of space, clarity or for
considerations of liability. All
submissions become the sole
property of The Weekly Challenger.
The Weekly Challenger reserves the
right to run all or part of any
submission at a later time. Some
submissions may take precedence due
to timeliness or newsworthiness.

THE BLACK PRESS
believes that America can

Volume 50 • Number 20
Published Thursday,
January 4, 2018
12 pages • 1 section
© The Weekly Challenger
All rights reserved. No portions of this periodical
may be reproduced without expressed consent.

THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER, THURSDAY, JANUARY 4, 2018

3

COMMUNITY NEWS
Four more years!

Visionary
Brief
by Keisha Bell, Esq.

Superstardom Within
Have you ever been on the verge of
giving up then opportunity knocked?
Meet LaWanda Page, who many
may remember as playing the humorous character of Aunt Esther on the
1970s television show “Sanford and
Son.” Off the set, Page was also a
stand-up comedian. She was oftentimes marketed as “The Queen of
Comedy.”
Born Alberta Peal on October 19,
1920, she died on September 14, 2002.
Notably, Page was one of only a few
women who performed long spoken
word pieces using the toasting tradition.
This is significant because historically
the toasting, or black signifying, tradition was mostly performed by men.
Its language oftentimes was offensive to many because, for example, of
its use of profanity and at times the stories told for laughs depicted AfricanAmerican women in negative ways.
This did not seem to be an obstacle for
Page whose material was raunchy, blue
comedy in nature. She used her performance opportunities to hone her
craft while defying the odds.
Page contemplated leaving show
business and returning home to care
for her ailing mother. Around that time
her childhood friend, comedian Redd
Foxx, was offered the “Sanford and
Son” sitcom. He was an essential part
of Page auditioning for and securing
the role of Aunt Esther on the show.
Foxx believed in her, even when the
show’s producers grew increasingly
concerned that she was not ready for
the sitcom format.
Prior to the accepting the role of
Aunt Esther, Page’s work environment
was mostly on nightclub stages. The
producers knew her there. They liked
her there. The sitcom world was different.
With regards to Foxx, the producers could easily imagine him on the set.
After all, “Sanford and Son” was created around his character. Page, on the
other hand, seemed to present to them
a struggle. Would she “fit” the part?
Many, especially women working in

male-dominated industries, can relate
to this even today. The struggle is still
real.
Page stepped out of her comfort
zone into a space where opposition was
waiting. In doing so, she was not alone.
She had a steadfast friend by her side.
When the producers wanted to fire her,
Foxx advocated on her behalf. If she
were fired, he threatened to quit. Foxx
meant business, literally.
It ended up being a good thing that
the producers softened. Page’s role on
the show became one of the most popular characters on any sitcom of the
1970s. Her experience reminds us that
the superstardom within us may not be
visible to a majority at first, yet we are
never alone. Some of our biggest opportunities will come in uncomfortable
places. We must have the courage to
pursue them. In time, our work will be
validated. Keep working.
Page went on to make guest appearances on a number of other shows,
album tracks, music videos, television
commercials and movies. A star had indeed been born.
Keisha Bell is an attorney, author
and public servant. To reach Bell, email
her at emergingfree@gmail.com or log
on to www.emergingfree.com to view
more of her work.
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poverty in Midtown and
other blighted areas in
the city.
“African-American
poverty is at an all-time
low,” he said. “But we’re
not declaring victory. We
have a long road ahead to
ensure
sustainable
progress that can’t be undone.”
He promised to make
St. Pete more energy efficient and to work on the
growing transportation
issue.
“We can have debates
over the merit of rail or
other alternative types of
transportation, and we
can have debates about
how to pay for it,” Kriseman stated. “But there is
no debating that the status quo is simply not acceptable.”
The mayor also gave
an update on repairing
and improving the sewer

system following more
than 200 million gallons
in spills.
“Over $100 million
has already been spent
increasing our treatment
capacity and reducing
the amount of stormwater that enters our wastewater system,” said the
mayor.
Earlier that morning,
Brandi Gabbard and Gina
Driscoll were sworn in,
making the City Council
majority female with five
women and three men.
Lisa Wheeler-Bowman
was also sworn in as 2018
council chair, replacing
Darden Rice.
For the first time, the
Pinellas County Commission (Ken Welch), School
Board (Rene Flowers)
and
City
Council
(Wheeler-Bowman) will
be chaired by African
Americans.

Mayor Rick Kriseman is sworn in for a second term
by Pinellas-Pasco Circuit Judge Mark Shames as the mayor’s wife,
Kerry Kriseman, holds the Torah on Jan. 2.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
PERFORMANCE REVIEW AND NEEDS ASSESSMENT
January 19, 2018
Pinellas County is in the process of developing its Annual Action Plan for FY 2018-2019
for the Community Development Block Grant (CDBG), Emergency Solutions Grant (ESG),
and HOME Investment Partnerships (HOME) Programs.
A joint public hearing is being held with the City of Largo to obtain citizens’ views on housing
and community development needs, and on review of 2016-2017 program performance
for the County and the City’s CDBG, ESG, and HOME Programs. The public hearing will
be held on Friday, January 19, 2018, at 6:00, p.m. in the Development Review Services and
Building Departments' Conference Room, 1st Floor, 440 Court Street, Clearwater.

PICK OF THE WEEK! DOG

19 24 37 DAYS
7-8

ST. PETERSBURG –
Mayor Rick Kriseman
was sworn in for his second term Tuesday, Jan. 2
on the step of City Hall.
With the arctic air blowing, his words promised
a warm and sunny future
for the city.
In his short 10-minute
speech, Kriseman detailed highlights from his
first term such as two
new museums, the new
police headquarters and
the new 26-acre pier, both
slated to open late in the
year or early next year.
He highlighted his
agreement to let the
Tampa Bay Rays look in
both Pinellas and Hillsborough counties, which
betters the chance of
keeping Major League
Baseball in the area.
For his next four
years, he promised to
continue the reduction of

1-4
8-3
6-7

The County CDBG Program Area includes all unincorporated areas and the municipalities
of Belleair, Belleair Beach, Belleair Bluffs, Dunedin, Gulfport, Indian Rocks Beach,
Indian Shores, Kenneth City, Madeira Beach, North Redington Beach, Oldsmar, Pinellas Park,
Redington Beach, Redington Shores, Safety Harbor, St. Pete Beach, Seminole, South Pasadena,
Tarpon Springs and Treasure Island. The HOME Investment Partnership Program Area
includes the above plus the City of Largo. The ESG Program Area is all of Pinellas County
except the City of St. Petersburg (which also receives ESG funds). The City of Largo CDBG
Program Area includes areas within the municipal boundaries of the City of Largo.
Persons are advised that if they decide to appeal any decision made at these hearings, they
will need a record of the proceedings and, for such purpose, they may need to ensure that a
verbatim record of the proceedings is made, which record includes the testimony and evidence
upon which the appeal is based.
If you are a person with a disability who needs any accommodation in order to participate in
this proceeding, you are entitled at no cost to you to the provision of certain assistance.
If you need assistance, please contact the Office of Human Rights, 400 South Ft. Harrison
Avenue, #500, Clearwater FL 33756, 727-464-4062 (V/TDD).
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Watch Night Service pageantry, praise & worship into 2018
BY ALLEN A.
BUCHANAN
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG The Bethel Community
Baptist Dance Ministry
raised the roof last Sunday night during Watch
Night Service on Dec. 31.
Andrida
Hosey

whipped up a special potion of choreographic
magic that had everyone
standing and praise dancing in the aisles.
The pageantry of colors stirred everyone into
a spiritual frenzy. This
magical, deeply rooted
frenzy is the trademark of
a world-class dance in-

structor who has been instructing at Bethel since
2000.
The Rev. Dr. Manuel
Sykes dropped spiritual
nukes as he delivered a
get-up-out-of-your-seat
message on the great
foundation. His message
aimed intently at what
makes a church have a

REBATES
REBATES UP
UP TO
TO $100
$100
St. Petersburg Toilet Rebate Program
St. Petersburg water
customers can receive
a rebate up to $100 for
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great foundation.
1. Principle: Being
steadfast in God’s principles, meaning no slip sliding but staying the course
2. Relationships: Building relationships by loving
each
member
spiritually as one would
love one’s self
3. People: Making all

of the above happen intentionally, not a task but a
natural spiritual flow.
Sykes emulated the
three principles in his
message right down to
the last minute of 2017.
He not only preached the
Word, he modeled the
three principles of a successful church foundation

in a timely, effortless manner.
After service, worshippers stood in line for a
breakfast of fish, bacon,
sausage, eggs, fresh fruit,
fruit drinks and coffee.
What a way to begin 2018!
To reach Allen Buchanan,
email abuchanan@theweeklychallenger.com
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REEVES BUILDING, PLUMBING
& ROOFING CONTRACTOR
Over 37 Years in Tampa Bay

“Stand Up Together”
Keynote Speaker: Rev. Dr. Russell L. Meyer
Executive Director of Florida Council of Churches

- Winner of
of the 22018
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Dr.r. Mar
Martin
tin Luther
Luther King, Jr.
Jrr. Commemorative
Commemorative Organization,
Organization, Inc.
Essay and Or
atorical Contest
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Essay
Oratorical
Performers: St.
St. Petersburg’s
Petersburg’s Chris
spel Choir and
umina AAurora
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Specializing In:
Painting • Drywall • Flooring • Plumbing • Windows
Roofing • Soffit & Fascia Cabinets • Kitchen & Bath
Garage & Porch Rehabilitation • Custom Home Remodeling
Approved Rehabilitation Contractor for: City of Tampa, Hillsborough County,
City of St. Petersburg, Pinellas County and Polk County

Call MICHAEL REEVES - Phone/Fax 813-238-6197
Email: reevesbuilding@verizon.net • www.ReevesBuilding.com
Licenses:

CFC025588

CCC1326860

CBC1251478

Contact:
Contact: Imam
Imam Abdul
Abdul K
K.. A
Ali,
li, 727-560-2567
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Putting your house (healthcare
plan) in order
BY LASHANTE KEYS
Empath Health Community
Outreach Specialist

PINELLAS COUNTY –
It’s a new year – a time to
resolve to improve your
health and wellness. One
important plan you can
make is to do a living
will.
Your living will state
the care you do or do not
want if a major health crisis happens and you can’t
speak for yourself. It involves talking with your
family
about
your
choices, naming a health
surrogate and sharing
your plan with your
health surrogate, family
and doctors. This can
take away the guessing
and burden for your
loved ones as well as ensure your wishes are respected.
A family affair
Lolita Dash-Pitts is a
lifelong St. Petersburg
resident and Florida’s
first certified health
worker who serves as executive director of Front
Porch Community Development Association, Inc.
and in other community
roles. As an Empath
Health Care Council
member, she was inspired to take action after
hearing a living will presentation by Empath
Health Community and
Professional Relations
Director Karen DavisPritchett.
“I was in awe. I
thought, ‘I’m going to do
something.’ I made a
commitment that night,”
Dash-Pitts said.
She rallied her family,

medical professionals
and other community
members together at her
home for a spaghetti dinner, her husband’s famous pound cake and a
conversation about living
wills guided by DavisPritchett. About 18 people
came
and
participated.
“Many people are reserved or say death’s
taboo, it’s jinxed and we
don’t want to talk about
that. I thought if I asked
everyone to come over,
socialize and discuss living wills, they’d open up
because
we’d
be
amongst family. I was
amazed at the response.
My parents were on
board first. My motherin-law was on board with
her family. It was like the
full support system,” she
explained.
The group’s discussion generated important
thought and action.
“Karen came in as
one of the family and
made them feel that way.
They opened up and
asked questions,” she
added.
Davis-Pritchett
brought living wills and a
few people completed
theirs on the spot while
some took them home. A
lot in the group said
they’d never thought
about doing a living will
but felt happy they did it
at her home because
they felt comfortable.
“A few people told me
they went out and talked
about it in their medical
facilities,”
Dash-Pitts.
“One individual had two
sisters in Georgia and

shared the information
and they asked how they
could get one. It’s all
about sharing.”
Crucial conversations and decisions
It took courage for
Dash-Pitts to discuss
planning with her family.
“You just can’t dive in,
especially with our culture. My husband is my
soul mate and best friend
and we both have elderly
parents. It took a long
time for us to start casually talking about it.
Dash-Pitts said she
has seen too many families divided and in turmoil when it comes time
to make those critical decisions. To spare their
family the heartache, she
and her husband made
living wills and discussed
it with their family.
“We have to live for
today, reflect on the past
and prepare for the future,” she said. “God
doesn’t want us to be in a
place of suffering, so my
faith is to do things decent and in order. I want
my family to say: ‘We
know we did what she
wanted and I want to do
the same for my family.’”

,W·V2IÀFLDO
ASAP and Francis House
Become EPIC

ASAP (AIDS Service Association of Pinellas) and
)UDQFLV+RXVHKDYHRIÀFLDOO\PHUJHGDQGDUHQRZ
EPIC (Empath Partners in Care). This merger brings
together two like-minded, community- based
organizations with nearly 60 years of combined
experience serving those impacted by HIV and
AIDS in the Tampa Bay area. We can now serve
more people with more services throughout our
community.
EPIC has various locations in Hillsborough and
Pinellas counties and will continue uninterrupted
services on its ASAP and Francis House Campuses.
EPIC provides a wide variety of services, including:
• Free HIV Testing
• Medical Case Management
• Counseling Services & Support Groups
• Food & Personal Needs Pantries
• Housing Assistance
• Day Center with Meals & Activities

For more information about the exciting
new organization, visit MyEPIC.org

EPIC
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COMMUNITY NEWS
St. Pete celebrates Kwanzaa
KWANZAA , from front page

the “Nguzo Saba,” which
in Swahili means the
seven principles. Umoja
(Unity),
Kujichagulia
(Self-Deter mination),
Ujima (Collective Work
and Responsibility), Ujamaa (Cooperative Economics), Nia (Purpose),
Kuumba (Creativity) and
Imani (Faith) provided the
fuel of hope for the future
as each Kwanzaa principle
was individually revisited
at
various
locations
around the city such as St.
Petersburg Islamic Center
and Moore’s Chapel
A.M.E. Church.
The culminating event
took place at the Enoch
Davis Center where each
year a male and female
participating elder is honored.
Peggy
Ann
Buchanan, 79, and Rafael
Allen, 88, were invited to
be seated at the front of
the auditorium to be honored for their longevity.
A spirit of communal
warmth filled the auditorium as everyone bid
farewell and headed out
into the biting winds from
the onset of the first major
cold front of 2018.
Kwanzaa Black Male
Summit highlights future leaders
Gathering more than
50
African-American
males of all ages in the
same space to celebrate
academic, entrepreneurial
and personal development
is a welcomed paradigm
shift that has taken place
and continues to expand
through the city’s youth
program Cohort of Champions.
City of St. Petersburg
Director of Community In-

tervention Rev. Kenny
Irby and Cohort of Champions and Youth Coordinator Carlos Daniels shared
beaming smiles as the
young men ranging from
middle school age to college strolled into the
Enoch Davis Center last
Friday, Dec. 29 to close
out the year with a celebration of success.
The Kwanzaa Black
Male Summit attested to
the success that is possible for young African
males to achieve when
empathic leaders from all
sectors of the community
and all walks of life come
together with an attainable
plan of action.
“This is a celebration
for black men and all
young men,” said Daniels.
“I am Malcolm Luther
Mandela and I come from
the Kingdom of Heaven,”
said program moderator
Larry Bryant.
The name Bryant took
on represents three iconic
black leaders that brought
the fight for civil rights
and the end of segregation
to an international stage
for the world to witness
and respond. Malcolm X,
Dr. Martin Luther King,
Jr. and Nelson Mandela
were the epitome of sacrifice without an asking
price.
Tremon Reece, who is
now attending the University of Indiana, praised the
Cohort of Champions program for giving him motivation and focus.
“I wasn’t bad but I was
veering off in the wrong
direction,” stated Tremon,
remarking that he found
himself adjusting to the

program’s classes and developed a positive mindset
to continue and excel. He
entered college on a full
scholarship.
Chase Daniels demonstrated the positive effects
of the program during the
summer academic and
recreational
program.
Every other day he would
approach his teacher during or between classes
and say something positive and encouraging.
When other students
would try to sidetrack a
teacher or be disrespectful, Chase would not say
anything, but the look on
his face would express the
embarrassment he felt for
his cohorts while he
showed empathy for his
instructors.
Isaiah Hilton shared
the entrepreneurial skills
he gained motivated him
to start his own lawn care
service business in his
community. He also
learned how to create his
own business cards to
market his services.
Cohort of Champions
has grown to 170 members in less than a year as
it continues to expand. To
see the young men engage in conversations with
their fathers and other
men in the community
was an inspirational sight
that should occur more
often.
For anyone interested
in any of the Cohort of
Champions
programs,
Daniels can be contacted
at the Enoch Davis Community at (727) 893-7134.
To reach Allen Buchanan,
email abuchanan@theweeklychallenger.com

City of St. Petersburg
Director of Community Intervention
Rev. Kenny Irby

Cohort of Champions and Youth
Coordinator Carlos Daniels

Get Ready for Kindergarten!
Discover Pinellas County Schools award-winning elementary programs:
Art, Music, Gifted Services, STEM Academies and more.

Attend

January 10 & 11
at an elementary school near you
tRegister

tMeet

teachers tVisit

classrooms
Questions? Call 727-588-6210
www.pcsb.org/kg
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COMMUNITY NEWS
T-Mama’s last ride
T-MAMA, from front page

did everything.”
Whittaker also revealed that three weeks
before her death, she was
trying to make her way
down to Miami for a toy
drive, but was too weak.
“She was an extraordinary
person. You just don’t
meet them like that.”
T-Mama’s love of all
things motorcycle began
when she met her future
husband, Henry Johnson.
Together they rode tens of
thousands of miles.
Born Sept. 20, 1967, in
Hollywood, Fla., she was
raised in a loving God-fearing home by her mother

Anthony Rich –
“She was my best
friend. She was the best
man at my wedding
and she will be greatly
missed.”

and father, Cleveland Garrison. At an early age, she
professed her love for
Christ and lived a full and
committed life to service
in her church and community, worshipping at St.
John Primitive Baptist
Church in Clearwater.
Tangela was a dedicated and loving mother,
grandmother, daughter,
sister and friend.
“She was my everything; she was my superwoman, my queen,” said
son Deavin Garrison , 31.
“That was my best friend.”
Garrison said his
mother knew everything,

almost like she could read
minds. She was always
there for him even in her
weakest moments she
“still made sure I was alright.”
Honored for her love
and diversity in helping
others, respected for her
dedication and willingness
to give, T-Mama received
many awards and honorable mentions from several
associations,
motorcycle
clubs,
churches and community
organizations.
T-Mama’s passion for
God’s
work,
family,
friends, community and

Darlene Allen –
“There is a blessing
knowing that your
daughter was saved
and is resting
peacefully with Jesus.”

motorcycles crossed paths
often, which made her a
pillar
and
matriarch
among her peers. An avid
rider, she served as vice
president of the Black
Divas Motorcycle Club
and also served as secretary of the Southeast Motorcycle-Van-Truck Social
Club Association. She was
also the current president
of Hearth & Soul Riders of
St. Pete.
Good friend Billy D
with the Golden Hawks II
in Tampa said he rode up
and down the state of
Florida with T-Mama. One
day while at a fast food

Lonnie Griffin (out of
Jacksonville) –
“We will miss her
and love her.”

restaurant in Savannah,
Ga., he couldn’t believe his
eyes when T-Mama pulled
up next to him on her bike.
“That was my girl,” he
said.
Hundreds of loved
ones swapped T-Mama
stories and remembered
her for the loving, kind
and giving person she was.
Her mother and son said
they will try and keep the
annual biker weekend
going in her name.
“I think that is what
she’d want. She was so
into it; she just loved it,”
said Whittaker.
T-Mama passed away

Mother Ireatha Poole –
“Put your hands in
God’s hand.”

Carolyn Cosby and Alexander Cosby
Valerie Cherry –
“This is your family and
we are here to support
you and we love you.”

Dec. 16, 2017. Her funeral
was held at First Baptist of
St. Petersburg and the
Rev. Charles Rackard of St.
John Primitive Baptist
Church officiated.
She left behind to
cherish her memory a
dedicated son, Deavin
Garrison; husband Henry
Johnson; devoted mother
Leola Whittaker; father
Cleveland Garrison; brothers Byron and Gregory
Garrison; sister Patricia
Lewis-Porte along with
four grandchildren and a
host of nieces, nephews
cousins and friends.

Alberta Everett –
“God did not make
a mistake. God be
with you all.

Karen King and Billy D

Cocktail –
From Homestead
(Rough Soul)

George Noble
(Black Top Riders
in Miami) –
“She will be highly
missed. My sympathy
goes out to the family.”

Brenda Lovette –
“My deepest
condolences over
the loss of our
beloved T-Mama.”

Short-ie (239 Road
Runners from Ft. Myers)
“I’m going to
remember her for the
sweet, loving, brilliant,
talented sister I’ve ever
had in my life.”

Band of Roses motorcycle club
in Tampa – “We ask God to hold your
hand during this time of bereavement.”

Stephanie Walden –
“The Reigning Knights
of Clearwater will
always be there for the
family because TMama was always
there for us.”

Fycraka (239 Road
Runners from Ft. Myers) –
“She was a very inspiring
person. I know she was
important to her
community and I know
she did a lot for people
in the biker world.”

Juicy (V-town
Chicks out of Valdosta,
Ga.) – “I’m really
going to miss her
because she was truly
a sister and a good
friend of mine.”

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
HOMEOWNERS
INSURANCE

Cancelled or Non-Renewed??

WE CAN HELP!!!

727-393-4617

Larry Eugene Walker • Insurance
Great Automobile Rates • Over 20 Years of Experience

BE SURE TO
CHECK OUT
OUR ‘WEBSITE!

Deannie K’s Beauty Salon
Beauty is more
than skin deep.
Call TODAY for an appointment

Phone: 727-894-1734
2500 9th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33705

LOOK NO FURTHER
FOR CHURCH SUPPLIES
Communion Items • Choir Robes
Bulletins • Bibles • Sunday School books
Gospel CDs / DVDs and so much more

Reader’s Choice Book & Gift Store
4341 34th St. S., St. Petersburg
(Next to Skyway Mall)

TheWeeklyChallenger.com

(727) 867-3696
Open: Mon. - Sat. 10 am - 6:30 pm

B. Brinson Insurance Agency
Auto, Life, Health and Home Owners
brinsoninsagy@yahoo.com
Bennie Brinson
1830 49th St. So.
St. Petersburg, FL 33707
Tel: 727-328-9878
Cell: 727-215-3048
Fax: 727-328-9545
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Revelers packed the Manhattan Casino New Year’s Eve for a private party held by Callaloo Group.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
‘Freedom ain’t free’
NAACP , from front page

president has been elected
that Scruggs pointed out
has
groped
women,
mocked a disabled journalist and has little regard for
diversity and inclusion.
“Something has gone terribly wrong,” she repeated.
She points to the black
community not standing
up and fighting for their
voices to be heard, citing
the seven percent decline
in voter turnout during the
2016 presidential election.
“While we don’t own
the problem of what we
put in the White House,
we do have to accept responsibility that we didn’t
do all that we were called
to do when it was time to
vote.”
She continued with the
plight of African Americans in the criminal justice
system in comparison to
Caucasians and Hispanics,
saying that the number of
African Americans in jail is
higher than other races
and graduation rates
among black youth in St.
Pete is still lower than
their racial counterparts.
Scruggs wanted to
offer solutions and narrowed it down to one. It all
comes down to unification:
Agreeing on living a life
that remembers morals,
honor and truth, to not be
swayed by the wickedness
of others and the fear of
making others uncomfort-

able with discussing the
tough topics.
She recalled all the
projects and slogans
aimed at fixing the neighborhood she grew up in.
From the “seamless city”
campaign to the CRA. “For
those of us who have been
in the battle, we have been
the victim of every redevelopment effort, to fix the
Negro, but yet we still ain’t
been fixed,” Scruggs said.
Scruggs pledged that
2018 would bring about a
call for unity in the St. Petersburg branch of the
NAACP, vowing to not settle for mediocrity or celebrate the inability to tell
the truth. “We gonna call
for it in 2019 and 2020 until
we drop the foolishness
that continues to keep us
divided,” she said.
Plans are in the works
to recruit 1,000 members
throughout the year. The
branch understands the
greatest asset that they
have lies in increasing the
number of active participants in the organization
and the community.
They are looking to
mend relationships with
those who have felt offended by past words and
actions so that the NAACP
and the black community
can get serious about the
work ahead.
Calls for attendees to
join and signup for a life
membership were made.

Pricing it out to just $6.25
a month. Over $50,000 was
funneled through the
treasury department, according to Kent Channer,
NAACP treasurer, all of
which he assured went to
solidifying the St. Petersburg branch.
“If we partner with
other organizations and
make sure each one teach
one, touch one, bring one,
a lot of our resource needs
slowly diminish,” he explained.
Since Channer has
been with the NAACP,
they have successfully
passed their audit and the
branch is in compliance
with the national office.
Scruggs touted the accomplishments of local
women making a difference, some in the limelight, some behind the
scenes and called for the
community to show their
support and find their
voice.
“Freedom is not free,
you gotta sacrifice something,” she urged. “This is
not going to be a journey
that is paved in gold.
Those that went before us
died.”
For more information
on how you can join or become involved in the local
St. Petersburg branch of
the NAACP, log on to
naacp-stpete.org.

Nick Wright, 1st Vice President

Pastor Ronald Gibson

GET INVOLVED!

Volunteer
Volunteer to
to serve
serve in
in aa local
local project
project on
on
MLK
MLK Day
Day of
of Service
Service January
January 15,
15, 2018
2018

MLK Day of Service A DAY ON, NOT A DAY OFF
CONGRATULATIONS TO THE MLK DAY OF SERVICE AWARD RECIPIENTS

Organization or Group Name

Chapter of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc

Phoenix UPLIFT Inc

9-11 Angels

Everyday Hero Project

Pinellas Opportunity Council, Inc.

Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc. - Zeta Up- Ford Christian Academy
silon Omega Chapter
Fred G. Minnis, Sr. Bar Association
American Stage
Greater St. Petersburg Business Associa-

Pinnacle Financial Restoration, LLC
Police Athletic League of St. Petersburg
Second Chance Life Skills

ANSO of Tampa Bay

tion

ATL Barbershop / Salon

Habitat for Humanity of Pinellas County Inc.

Bartlett Park Community Garden-Garden
Florida

Hair By Ahsile

Sistahs of Compassion Supporting Cancer
Survivors Inc.

Caring For Girls Academy Inc.

High Profile Motivational Services, Inc.

Sofia Forte’s Catering

HIV/AIDS Action Committee

Sojourner Truth Center, Inc.

Christ Gospel Church

Keep Hope Alive Inc.

Community Action Stops Abuse, Inc. (CASA) KH Edutainment
Community Development and Training Cen- Kidzonomics®
ter, Inc
Knights of Knowledge Chess Club of St.
Community EFX, Inc.
Pete, Inc.
Cross and Anvil Human Services, Inc.
Lakeview Presbyterian Church

Shihan School of Survival

St. Petersburg City Theatre
St. Petersburg Metropolitan Section of the
National Council of Negro Women, Inc.
St. Petersburg Pregnancy Center Inc dba
The Next STEPP Center
The Gathering of Women Inc.

Disston Academy - Pinellas County Schools Legacy-56, Inc.

The Harvest is Ripe Outreach Center, Inc

Dog Tag Heroes, Inc.

MayMay & Katie’ Rescue Angels Inc.

The Kind Mouse Productions, Inc.

Dyvine Appointments LLC

Mercy Keepers, Inc.

Visionnaire Creations LLC

Empath Health

Midtown Celebrity Club, Inc.

Workforce Solutions of Tampabay, Inc.

Epsilon Beta Sigma - Sigma Gamma Rho
Inc.

Mt. Zion Human Services Program Sistahs
Surviving Breast Cancer

Youth Un-Leashed

Eta Rho Educational Services / Eta Rho

Paulette’s Place, LLC

Zeta Phi Beta Sorority- Zeta Gamma Zeta
Chapter

Check out our website for places you can volunteer.
www.spcollege.edu/MLKService 727-341-4601 or 727-341-4602
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
First Baptist Institutional Church

955 20th Street South • St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 894-4311
Email: info@mzprogressive.org
Website: www.mzprogressive.org

3144 Third Avenue South,
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-323-7518

Sunday Worship Services............................7:45 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School...................................................................9:00 a.m.
Wednesday Mid-Day Bible Study .......................Noon - 12:30 p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Service ...............................................6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study ....................................................6:30 p.m.
Youth Chapel Services - 921 20th Street South
Sunday Worship Service .................................................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Small Group Bible Study ..............................6:30 p.m.
Rev. Louis M. Murphy Sr.
Senior Pastor

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.

Mission Statement:

Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

Impact the world by equipping believers
to reach the lost with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Come Worship With the First Baptist Family

BETHEL METROPOLITAN BAPTIST CHURCH

First Mount Zion Missionary Baptist Church

3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711

Telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com Web site: www.bmmbc.org

1121 22nd Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 327-8708

Sunday Worship Service ....................10:15 a.m.
Sunday School .....................................9:00 a.m.

Teen Summit (Wednesday)..................7:00 p.m.

Rev. Wallace Elliott
Sr. - Pastor

Bible Study (Wednesday) ....................7:00 p.m.

“God’s House To The City”

YOUR

Elder Willie Williamson, Pastor
First Lady, Patricia Williamson
1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-896-4356

CHURCH AD COULD
BE HERE

SERVICES
Sunday
Sunday School – 9:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11 a.m.
Tuesday
Morning Prayer – 9 to 10 a.m.
Wednesday YPWW Bible Study – 7:30 p.m.

Call: 727-896-2922

Victory Christian Center Church

20th Street
Church Of Christ

3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712
(727) 321-0911
www.Victorychristiancenterchurch.org

Pastor
Claude Williams

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.
*Nursery and Youth Services Available

BETHEL COMMUNITY
BAPTIST CHURCH
2901 - 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL. 33712
(727) 866-2567
SERVICES
Sunday School:
8:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service:
9:30 a.m.
Bible Study: Wednesdays
at 6:30 p.m.
Rev. Manuel Sykes

Sunday Worship Services 8:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School.............................9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting (Tuesday) ...........6:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Tuesday) .................7:00 p.m.
Baptist Training Union (Sunday) ..4:00 p.m.

“The Little Church Where Everybody Is Somebody”

Rev. Rickey L. Houston,
Pastor

Queen Street Church of God in Christ

Schedule of Services
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.
(except Wednesdays)

REV. DR. WAYNE G. THOMPSON,
PASTOR

Bro. Robert Smith

825 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Home: 896-8006

Sunday Bible Class (All Ages)
Sunday Morning Worship
Sunday Evening Worship
Ladies Bible Class Monday
Monday Evening Bible Class
Wednesday Morning Bible Class
Wednesday Evening Bible Class

..........8:30 a.m.
..........9:45 a.m.
.........6:00 p.m.
..........7:00 p.m.
..........7:00 p.m.
........10:00 a.m.
............7:00 p.m.

GENESIS
WORSHIP
CENTER
CHURCH
1601 49th Street South
Gulfport, FL 33707
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship
Pastor Michael T. and
10:30 a.m.
Elect Lady Sheila Culbreth

YOUR
CHURCH
AD
COULD BE
HERE!
Contact:
www.TheWeekly
Challenger.com

YOUR CHURCH AD COULD BE HERE
Contact: 727-896-2922
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 321-6631 • www.stmarkch.org
Schedule of Services
Church School ..................................... 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ............................... 10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union......................... 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Wednesday 7:00 p.m.

THE ROCK OF JESUS MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
SUNDAY SERVICES/WEEKLY ACTIVITIES
10:30 a.m. Worship Service
9:00 a.m. Breakfast (First Sunday only)
9:30 a.m. Sunday School (First Sunday Only)
Sunday School 9:15 a.m. / Devotion 10:15 a.m.
Praise & Worship 10:20 a.m. / Worship Services 10:30 a.m.
Saints of Prayer - Monday 12:00 noon
Weekly Bible Study - Tuesday 6:30 p.m.
Adult Choir Rehearsals - Thursday 6:30 p.m.

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015

Rev. Brian K. Brown

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVE. S., St. Petersburg, Florida
Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Email: rojmbe@knology.net
Office Hours: Tues. & Thurs. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Friendship Missionary Baptist Church
3300 31st St. S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300 www.fmbctheship.net
Email: fmbc3300@verizon.net

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

Dr. John A. Evans, Pastor

WORSHIP EXPERIENCES

Sunday Worship .......................................................................7:45 a.m. and 10:45 a.m.
Sunday School......................................................................................................9:30 a.m.
Wednesday ..............................Noonday Wednesday in the Word and Bread of Life
7:00 p.m. Prayer and Wednesday in the Word
7:00 p.m. Youth Enrichment
Our Mission: Friendship Missionary Baptist Church is a family of believers in
Christ, reaching out to the world, preaching the gospel to the unsaved and
teaching the saved to serve by demonstrating the Love of Christ.

CHURCH NEWS
St. Mark MBC

Friendship MBC
Consider this your Official Boarding Pass. Where,
Dr. John A. Evans, Sr., Pastor/Captain and First Lady
Teresa L. Evans (have a heart
for the people), the Official
Family and Members welcome you aboard the SS
Friendship Missionary Baptist Church (The Ship), we
trust that your time with us,
first
as
an
honored
visitor/guest and if the Lord
says so, become a part of our
Church Family. We set sail
every Wednesday starting
our with our Bread of Life
Ministry at 11:00 am, followed by Wednesday in the
Word (the Learning Arm of
our church) at 12:00 noon
and again at 7:00 pm. We
drop our Anchor until Sundays, where we set sail again
with our Early Morning Worship Service at 7:45 am,
Church Sunday School (the
Teaching Arm of our faith)
begins at 9:30 pm and finally
our Mid Morning Worship
Service at 10:45 am. All are
Welcomed to use this Boarding Pass to experience the
“It;s just nice to be nice”
church. Don't sit out church,
God has Blessed us to much,
we owe Him at least a Thank
You.
“The Ship” won't sail

without You! For additional
information on any of the announcements, please contact
us by the following methods:
Friendship Missionary Baptist Church, 3300 31st Street
South, St. Petersburg, Florida
33712 - Church Office: (727)
906-8300
E-Mail:
fmbc3300@verizon.net
NOW “Live Streaming”: Visit
us – Website: www.fmbctheship.net - Facebook - Friendship Missionary Baptist
Church and WCBDA Website: www.expericencethecoast.com
Transporttion is available
- Call the Church at (727) 9068300 – Monday – Friday from
9:00 AM – 3:00 PM.
January at the Ship
Mark Your Calendar
Keep Praying – Texas,
The US Virgin Islands,
Puerto Rico, Mexico & California, and those families and
survivors of Las Vegas.
The Bread of Life Ministry-Meals are available each
Wednesday for the Season
Saints or those in need.
Please see Sister Renetta
Williams for further clarity or
call the church office 727 9068300.
Welcome Back all Ministries and Auxiliaries of the
Ship.... Let's get busy.

Members of the Ship: If
you have changed your
name, moved, have a new
Telephone or E-mail address,
please contact the Church
Office at (727) 906-8300,
Monday – Friday from 9:00
am until 3:00 pm, providing
this information will be
greatly appreciated.
Wednesday, January 10,
2018 at 7:00 pm, “Wednesday
Night Live”, Pastor is asking
for the following ministries to
serve:
The Adult Mass
Choir, the Male Chorus, and
the 2nd Sunday Ushers. The
Tribe of Reuben (January)
and The Deacons Ministry to
sponsor the First Love Fellowship Dinner of 2018, all
those born in the Month of
January are to see your Captain, Min. Corey J. Waters,
Sr., as soon as possible
Saturday, January 13,
2018 at 10:00 am – 33 Men's
Series Final Class. Pastor is
asking ALL men 16 and older
to plan now to attend.
West Coast Baptist Association News: Saturday, January 20, 2018 at 10:00 am.
Location:
Fred's Market
Restaurant, 2120 Harden
Boulevard, Lakeland, Florida
33803, telephone number
(863) 603-7080. Please register today for Transportation.

The St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church, its pastor,
the Reverend Brian K.
Brown, its official staff of
Deacons and Trustees, and
the entire congregation, extends to the community at
large, its wish that there
would be an overflowing of
God’s blessings upon their
lives. St. Mark is grounded
in a Christ-centered doctrine
that has as its central core,
the belief that we are a haven
of hope, help, and healing for
a lost world hungry and
thirsty for the word of God.
At St. Mark, we as a body of
believers are Christians willing to work and partner in
unity, praising God for the
awesome gift of His son,
Jesus Christ.

Events in January
Jan 1 - New Year’s DayChurch Office Closed
Jan 15 - Martin Luther
King, Jr. Day-Church Office
Closed
Jan 21 - Installation Services for Rev. Michael
Hawkins-4:00 p.m.
Jan 23 - Church OutingTrue Light M. B. Church.
Celebrating the Church’s
and Pastor Ward’s 23rd Anniversary. Time: 7:00 p.m.
Coming in February
Feb 11 - 500 Women in
Red Program sponsored by
St. Mark M. B. C. Senior
Women’s Ministry No. 2.
Join us as “Set Sail for Serving”. Time: 3:30 p.m.
Sunday school held for
both children and adults of

all ages. Sunday school
starts each Sunday morning
at 9:30 a.m. All are invited to
come out and join us.
Young Adult Ministry
(YAMS) Every Sunday: 9:30
a.m.
Mime/Praise Dance Rehearsal on Sundays: 2:004:00 p.m.
St. Mark Tutoring Program: Tutoring every Monday and Wednesday from
5:00 p.m. – 6:30 p.m.
Sunday School Teachers’
Meeting: held every Tuesday: 7:00 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power
Bible Study: held every
Wednesday: 9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and
Bible Study: every Wednesday evening: 7:00 p.m.

‘I Want To Remember’
BY DIERDRE DOWNING-JACKSON

I want to remember those whom I love;
Who treasure my heart and treasure my love.
I want to not forget those blessings I’ve received;
To show gratitude and appreciation as I trust and believe.
I want to remember to die to myself;
And never forget JESUS’ heart and selflessness.
When I remember to obey GOD’s commandments and trust in HIS word;

Pastor’s Corner
BY REV. DR. DORAL R. PULLEY,
SPIRITUAL LEADER
Unity Temple of Truth Church

Acceptance 2018 - Luke 10:38
All of us are children of God who are
made in the image and likeness of God (Genesis 1:26-28), We are spiritual beings who
take on human form. Each of us manifest the
Divine at a particular me, in a particular place
and in a particular way.
Due to God’s unlimited creativity, each
person is a designer’s original. We are all
unique expressions of the Christ and the
Christ looks di erent on each of us. Jesus
Christ had a di erent relationship with his
friends than he had with his family members
and his disciples. Mary and Martha were
Jesus Christ’s friends and their home in
Bethany was a safe place for him to express
another part of his individuality.

Although they were sisters, Mary and
Martha had very di erent personalities.
Martha was focused on the domestic tasks
that made Jesus Christ feel at home. Mary
was focused on the social intimacy and conversation that made him feel welcome.
Martha wanted Jesus Christ to correct her
sister and convince her to help more with the
physical responsibilities around the house.
Jesus Christ accepted each of them for
who they were and acknowledged their
unique contributions. In order for us to be
successful in 2018, it is imperative that we accept each person without judgment or comparisons.

I will never forget the ones that I love.
Help me LORD JESUS to remember Your way and bless those I love until
I reach Heaven to stay.
I want to always remember GOD’s Will and HIS Way.
My promise is to remember to pray, trust and obey.
AMEN
“That he may remember, and do all My commandments, and be holy into
your GOD.” - Numbers 15:40
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